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Kings Maieſties Speechas 


it was deltuered by himin the vpper 


houſe of the Parliament to the Lords Spi- 
riruall and Temporall,and tothe Knights, 
Citizens and Burgeſſes there aſſembled, 


on Munday the 19. day of 
March 1603, &c, 


FEET T did no ſooner pleaſe 
P y ; DL God to lighten his hs and 
_ | FL relent the -violence_., of his 
ed deuourig Angel againit the 

(8 poore people of this ( ity, but 
MIT || 45 ſoone did Treſolue to call 

= —= ——_ - . 
this Parliament and that for 
three chiefe and principall reaſons. The firſt Where. 
of is, (and Which of it ſelfe, although there were no 
more , is not onely a ſufficient , but a mot full and 
neceſſary ground and reaſon for conuening of this 
Aſsembly.) This firſt reaſon Tay is That you who 
are bere preſently aſſembled to repreſent the body of 
A 2 


this 


— 
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this whole Kingdome, and of all ſorts of people with- 


in the ſame , may With your oWne eares heare , and 
that I out of mine owne Mouth may deliver onto 
you the aſſurance of my due thankfulneſSe for your 
ſotoyfull and generall applauſe to the declaring and 
receiuing of mee in this Seate ( Which God by my 
Birthright and linealldiſcent had m the fulneſſe of 
time prouided for me_.,) and that, immediatly after 
it pleaſed God to call your late Soueraigne of fa- 
mous memory, full of dayes , but fuller of immortall 
Trophes of honour out of this tranſitorie life. Not 
that I am able to expreſſe by words,or utter by elo- 
quence the vine image of mine inward thankeful- 
nes,but only that out of mine owne Mouth you may 
reſt aſSured to expett that meaſure of thankeful- 
neſſe at my hands which is according to the infinite« 
neſse of your deſerts, and to my inclination and abie 
litie for requitall of the ſame_.. Shall T ener? Nay, 
can Tener be able, or rather ſo onable inmemorie, 
as to forget your vnexſpetted readines Cx alacritie? 
Your ener memorable reſolution * and your mo$t 
Wonderfull coniunftion and harmonie_, of your 
bearts in declaring and embracmg Mee as your Vn- 
doubted and lawfull King and Gouernour * Or 
ſhall it ener be blotted out of my minde, how at my 
fit entrie into this Kingdome.., , the people of all 


ſorts 
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forts rid and ranne__,, nay rather flew to meet Mee? 
their eyes flaming nothmg but ſparkles of affection, 
their mouthes and tongues Vttering nothing but 
ſounds of toy , their hands , feete and all the reſt of 
their members in their geftures diſcouering a paſSi- 
onate longing and earneitneſ$e to meete and ems 
brace ther new Soueraigne_.. Quid ergo retri- 
buam 2? Shall I allow m my ſelfe , that Which I 
could neuer beare with in another ? No I mui 
plainely and freely confeſſe here in all your audis 
ences, that 1 did ener naturally ſo farre miſlike a 
tongue to ſmooth, and diligent in paying their credis 
tors With lippe payment and -verball thankes , as 1 
ever ſuiþetted that ſort of people ment not to pay 
their debtors in more ſubitantiall ſort of coine__. 
And therefore for expreſsing of my thankfulneſſe 1 
muſt reſort onto the other two reaſons of my cons 
wening of this Parliament , by them in attion to 
otter my thankefulneſſe: Beth the ſaid reaſons has 
ning but one ground,Which ts the deeds whereby all 
the daies of my life I am by Gods grace to expreſs 
my ſaid thankefulneſſe towards you,but deuided in 
this, That in the firſt of theſe two mine attions of 
thankes are ſo inſeparablie coxoyned with my Per- 
ſon,as they are in a maner become indiuidually ans 
exed to the ſame ; In the other reaſon, mine atti- 
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ons are ſuch,as 1 may either doe them or leaue them 
condone_., although by Gods grace Thope neuer to 
be wearie of the domg of them. 

As to the firſt,it us the bleſſings which God hath 
in my Perſon beſtowed pon you all, wherem Tpro- 
teſt I doe more glory at the ſame for your weale,then 
for any particular reſpe& of mine owne reputation 
or aduantage therein. 

The firſt then of theſe bleſSings which God hath 
rointly with my Perſon ſent onto you, is Outward 
peace, That 1s, peace abroad With all forreine neigh. 
bours: for Ithanke God Imay inſtly ſay, that neuer 
fince I'was a King I either receiued wrong of any 
other Chriſtian Prince or State , or did wrong to 
any I haue ener, Tpraiſe God, yet kept Peace and 
Amitie with all , which bath been ſo farre tied to 
my Perſon , as at my coming here you are witneſſes 
Tfound the State embarqued in agreat and tedious 
Warre , and onely by mine arinall here, and by the 
Peace in my Perſon is nowe Amitie kept , where 
warre was before , which is no ſmall bleſsing to a 

riſtian (ommon-wealth : for by Peace abroad 
with their neighbors the Townes flouriſh, the Mer- 
chants become rich , the Trade doth increaſe, and 
the people of all ſorts of the Land enioy free liberty 


to exerciſe themſelues m their ſenerall vocations 
vViths 
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without perill or diſturbance. Not that Ithinke 
this Outward peace ſo onſeparably tied to my Per: 
ſon, as Idare aſſuredly promiſe to my Selfe and to 
ou the certaine continuance thereof : But thus 
farre Ican very well aſſure you , and in the word 
of a King promiſe onto yon, That 1ſhall nener gine 
the firſt occaſion of the breach thereof, neither ſhall 
Teuer be moned for any particular or priate paſ$ion 
of mind to interrupt your publike Peace except The 
forced thereunto either for reparation of the honour 
of the Kingdome , or els by neceſ$itie for the weale 
and preſeruation of the ſame in Which caſe,a ſecure 
and honourable yvarre muſt be preferred to an -on- 
ſecure and diſhonourable Peace : yet do T hope by my 
experience of the by-paſt bleſSings of Peace,vvhich 
God hath ſo long ener fince my birth beſtowed vpon 
me, that he wilnot beweary tocotinue the ſame,nor 
repent him of his grace towards mee , tranſferring 

that ſentence of King Dauids, pon his by-pait 

rviftories of warre to mine of Peace ; That that 

God who preſcrued mee from the deuou- 
ring iawves of the Beare and of the Lion, 

and deliuered them into my hands , ſhall 

alſo now grant me victory ouer thatvncir- 

cumciſed Philiſtine. 


But although Outward peace be a great bleſ$ing, 
yet 
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yet is it as farre inferiour to Peace Within, as Ciuill 
Wwarres are more cruell and \nnaturall then warres 
abroade. And therefore theſecond great bleſsing 
that God hath with my Perſon ſent vnto you , us 
Peace within, and that in a double forme. Firt, 
by my deſcent lineally ont of the loyues. of. Heozie 
the ſeuenth , is reunited and confurmed im mee the 
Vuion of the two princely Roſes of the two houſes 
of Lancaſter and Yorke, whereof that King of 
bappie memorie Was the fuſe [iter , as hee was 
alſo the firſt growid-layer of the other peace, . The 
lamentable and miſerable euents by the ciuill and 
bloodie diſſenſeqn betwixt theſe two houſes was ſo 
great and Jo late ,”as it neede not bee renued. conto 
your memories :Which as it was firſt ſetled and cu 
nited in him, ſo ts it now reunited and confirmed in 
me, being iuſily and lineally deſcended not onely. of 
that happie conuunttion , but of both the branches 
thereof many times before. But the YVuion of theſe 
two princely houſes # 1 nothing comparable to the 
Vnion of to ancient &/ famous Kingdoms,which 
#5 the other inward Peace annexed to my Perſon, 
And here I muſt craue your patiences for a little 
ſpace to gine me leaue to diſcourſe more particular. 
ly of the benefits that doe ariſe of that onion which 
i made in my blood , being a matter that moſt pro- 


perly 
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perly belongeth to mee to ſpeake of , as the Head 
wherein that great body is conited. And firſt if 
wee Were to looke no higher then to naturall and 
phyſicall reaſons, we may eaſily be perſwaded of the 
great benefits that by that Vion doe redound to the 
Whole Iſland. For if twenty thouſand men bee a 
rong Army,ts not the double thereof fortie thous 
ſand,a double the flronger Army? Tf a Baron en- 
richeth himſelfe with double as many lands as hee 
had before,is bee not double the greater * Nature 
teacheth vs that Mountaines are made of Motes, 
and that at the firſt Knigdomes being diuided , and 
euery particular Towne or little ( ounty,as Tyrants 
or Vſurpers could obtaine the poſſeſFion,a Seioniory 
apart; Many of theſe little Kingdomes are now 
in proceſſe of time by the ordinance of God ioyned 
into great Monarchies , whereby they are become 
powerfull within themſelues to defend themſelues 
from all outward muaſtons, and their head and Go- 
uernour thereby enabled to redeeme them from for- 
reine Aſſaults, and puniſh priuate tranſgreſSons 
within. Doe we not yet remember that this King« 
dome Was diuded into ſeuen little Kingdomes, bes 
fides Wales? And ts it not now the ſtronger by 
their Ynion? And hath not the Vnion of Wales 
to England , added a oreater ſtrength thereto? 
: s B ſiren Phich 
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VPhich though it was a great Principalitie , was 
nothing comparable in greatneſſe and power, to the 
ancient and famous Kingdome of Scotland. 
But What ſhould wee ſlicke vpon any naturall ap- 
pearance , when it ts manife5t , that God by his 
Almightie proudence hath preordained it ſo to be* 
Hath not God firſt united theſe two Kingdomes, 
both in Language , Religion , and ſumilitude of 
Manners ? lea, hath hee not made vs all m one 
Iland , cempaſsed with one Sea, and of it ſelfe by 
nature ſo mdiuſible , as almoſt thoſe that were 
Borderers themſelues on the late Forders, cannot 
diſtinguiſh nor knoW or diſcerne their owne limits? 
Theſe two ( ountries being ſeparated neither by 
Sea,nor great Riner, Mountaine nor other ſtrength 
of nature, but onely by little ſmall Brookes , or de- 
moliſhed little VV alles , fo as rather they were 
dinided in apprehenſion, then in effef# , And now 
in the end and fulneſſe of time -onited, the Right 
and Title of both in my Perſon , alike lineally de- 
ſcended of both the ( rownes, whereby it is now be- 
come like a little VYVorld within it ſelfe , being in- 
trenched and fortified round about with a naturall, 
and yet admirable ſtrong Pond or Ditch , whereby 
all the former feares of this Nation are now quite 
cut off : The other part of the Iland being ener be- 


fore 
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forenow, not only the place of landing to all Stran- 
ers that Was to make inuaſ101 here, but likewiſe 
mooued by the enemies of this State ,' by ontime- 
ly incurſions , to make inforced dine /ion from 
their conqueſts , for defending themſelues at home, 
and keeping ſure their Backdoore , as then it was 
called, which vvas the oveateſt boederance and let 
that euer my Predec eſſors of this Nation gate in 
diſturbing them from their many famous and los 
ri0us (onqueſts abroad. VV hat God hath contoy- 
ned then, let no man ſeparate. Iam the Husband, 
and all the wvhole Ile is my lawfull VVife;I am the 
Head,and it is my Body; Iam the Shepheard, and 
it is my Flocke. I hope therefore no man vvill be /o 
vnreaſonable as to thinke, that I that am a ( hriſti« 
an King vnder the Goſpel, ſhould be a Polygamiſt, 
and husband to two Wines , that I being the Head, 
hould haue a diuuded and monſt ous Body, or that 
being the Shepheard to ſo faire a flocke,vvboſe fold 
hath no wall to hedoe it but the foure Seas \ ſhould 
haue my flocke parted in two. But as I am aſſured 
that no boneſt Subieft of Vbatſoeuer degree with- 
in my Vvbole Dommuons, is leſſe glad of this toyfull 
vnion,then Tam; So may the friuolous obieftion of 
any that would bee hinderers of this worke, vvhich 
God hath in my Perſon already hn be eaſily 
B anſwe- 
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anſwered,which can be none, except ſurh as areei- 
ther blinded with ignorance, or els traiſported with 
malicebeing ynatletoline im awell gouerned ( om« 
x10n health, and only delighting to fiſhin troubled 
vvaters. For if they would ſtand pon their reputa- 
tion and priuiledges of any of the Kingdomes;lpray 
you,was not both the Kinzdomes Monarchies from 
| thebeoinning, and conſequently could ener the body 
be counted without the head, Which was ener vnſes 
parably toned thereunto? So that as bonor and pri- 
; wiledses of any of the Kingdomes could not be di- 
: uided from their Souercigne , ſo are they now cons 
ounded and 1oyned in-my Perſon, who am equal 
and altke kindely bead to you both, VP hen this 
Kinedome of England was diuided into ſo many 
little Kingdomes, as Itold before , one of them be. 
houed to eate vp another, till they were all -onited 
in one : and yet can Wiltſhire o-Denon(hire, 
which were of the Veſt Saxons, although their 
Kingdome Was of longeſt durance, and did by con- 
queſt ouercome diners of the reſt of the little King- 
domes , make claime to priority of place or honony 
before Sullex, Eflex, or other Shires Which were 
Conquered by them ? And haue we not the like ex- 
perience in the Kingdome of France being compo- 
fed of diners Dutchies ,:and one after another con» 
: Fx: quered 
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quered by the ſword * For enen as little brookes loſe 
their names by their running and fall into great ri - 
wers,and the very name and memorie of the 'great 
xiners fwallowed vp n-the Ocean: ſo by the con- 
tn&tion of diners little kingdoms in one are all theſe 
priuate differences & queſtions ſwallowed vp. And 
fance the fuccefſe was happy of the Saxons kingdoms 


being conquered by the ſþeare of Bellona ; How Mars. 


much greater reaſon haue vvee to expeft a happie 
iſſue of this greater /nion vvhich ts onely faſtened 


and bound vp by thewedding ring of Aſtrea ? And T,que and 
as Gad hath made Scotland the one halfe of this Peace. 


Iſle to enioy my Birth,and the firſt and moſt vnper« 


fett halfe of. my life, and you here to-entoy-the per. 
feet and laſt halfe thereof: So can Trot thinke that 


any vvould bee ſo iniurious to me , no not in their 
thoughts & vviſhes,as to cut aſunder the one halfe 
of me from the other. But m'this matter Thane far 
enough inſiſted reſting aſſured, that im your hearts 
and minds you all applaud this my diſcourſe. 

Now although theſe bleſSings before rehearſed 
of Inward and Outward peace tee great ; yet ſeeing 
that mall good thmgs,/a great part of their goodues 
and eſtimation is loſt, if they haue not apparance of 


perpetuty or long. continuance; So bath it pleaſed 
Almighty God to accompany my Perſon alſo vvith 
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that fauour, bauing bealthfull and hopefull IJue of 
my body, vvhereof, ome, are here preſent , for conti- 
nuance and propagation of that ondoubted right 
vVhbich is in my Perſon, onder vvhom 1doubt not 
but it vvill pleaſe God to proſper and continue for 
many yeeres this Vnion , and all other bleſsings of 
Inward and Outward peace vvhich I baue brought 
VVith me. 

4 But neither peace Outward , nor peace Inward, 
nor any other bleſsings that can follow thereupon, 
nor appearance of the perpetuitie thereof by propa- 
gation in the poſteritie , us but a vveake pullar and a 


rotten reede to leane vnto,if God do not ſtrengthen, 


and by the ſlaffe of bis bleſsing make them durable: 
for in vaine doeth the V/atchman vvatch the ( t- 
tie if the Lord be not the principall defence thereof : 
Invaine doth the Builder build the houſe if God giue 
not the ſucceſſe : And m vaine, as Paul ſaith, doth 
Paul plant,and Apollo water Jif God giue not the 
increaſe: For all vvorldly bleſSings are but bike ſwift 
paſSing ſhadowes, fading flowers, or chaffe blowen 
before the vomd, if by the profeſson of true Religi- 
on and Vvorkes according therunto, God be not mo= 
ued to maintaine and ſettle the Thrones of Princes, 
And although that ſince mine entrie into this 
_ I haue both by meeting with diners of 
the - 


: 
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the Eccleſtaſticall Eflate_, and likewiſe by diners 


Proclamations, cleerely declared my mind in points 
of Relizion : yet doe Inot thinke it amiſse in this ſo 


ſolemne an Audience, I ſhould now take occaſion to 


diſcouer ſomewhat of the ſecrets of my hear t m that 
matter. For I ſhall never, with Gods grace,be aſhas 
med to make publique profeſsion thereof at all oc- 
caſtons leaſt God ſhould be aſhamed to profeſſe and 
allow me before men and Angels,eſpecially leſt that 
at this time men might preſume further pon the 
miſknowledge of my meaninz, to trouble this Par- 
liament of ours, then vyere conuenient. At my 


firſt commung, although [ found but one Religion 


and that vvhich by my ſelfe is profeſſed , publiquely 
allowed, and by the Law maintamed : Yet found 1 
axcther ſort of Religion beſides a priuate SeFt, lur- 
king vvithin the bowels of this Nation, The firſt 
is the true Religion, vvbich by mee is profeſſed,an4 
by the Law is eſtabliſhed. Theſecond is the falſly 
called (atholicks,but truely Papiſts. The third, 

vhich I call a Seft , rather then Religion , is the 
Puritanes and Nouelliſts, vVho do not ſo farre dif- 


fer from vs in points of Religion, as in their con- 


fuſed forme of Policy and Parity, being ener diſ- 


contented vvith the preſent gouernment, and impa- 
tient to ſuffer any ſuperiority, Wvbich maketh their 
Sect 
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Seft-onable tobe ſuffred in any wel gouerned Com- 
monwealth, But as for my courſe toward them, Tre. 
mit it to my Proclamations made -opd that Subieft, 

Andnow for the Papiſts,T muſt put a difference 
betwixt mine owne private profeſs:0n of mine owne 
ſaluation , and my politique gouernment of the 
Realme,for the weale and quietneſſe thereof, As for 
mine owne profeſſion , you haue me your Head now 
amongſt you, of the ſame Religion that the Body is 
of. As [amno ſtranger to you m blood, no more 
am Ia ſtranger to you in Faith , or in the matters 
concerning the houſe of God: And although this my 
profeſſion be according to mine education, vyherein 
(Ithanke God) Tſucked the milke of Gods trueth, 
with the milke of my Nurſe : yet doe There proteſt 
pnto you,that I would neuer for ſuch a conceite of 
conſtancy or other preiudicat opunon,haue ſo firme- 
ly kept my firſt profeſſion, if Ihad not found it a: 
greeable to all reaſon , and to the rule of my ( onſci- 
ence.But I'was neuer roiolent nor onreaſonable in 
my profeſſion , T acknowledge the Romane ( burch 
to bee our Mother Church , although defiled vvith 
ſome infirmities and corruptions, as the Tewes were 
When they crucified ( briſt. And as Tam none ene- 
mie to the life of a ſicke man, becauſe I would haue 
bis body purged of ill bumours; no more am I ene- 

mie 
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mie to their (-hurch., becauſe I'vould haue them 
reforme.\their. errours , nat vviſhins the downe: 
throwing of the. Temple, but that it might be pur- 
ved and cleanſed from corruption : otherwiſe how 
can they vviſh vs to enter, if their houſe be not firſt 
made cleane? But as I vvould be loather to diſpenſe 
mthe_ leaſkpoint of mine owne ( onſcience for any 
Þvorldly reſpect, then the fooliſheft Preciſian of 
them all, ſo vvould T be as ſory to ſtraight the poli« 
tique_ Gonernment of the bodies and mindes of all 
my Subiefts to my priuate opinions : Nay, my mind 
vvas ener ſo free from perſecution, or thralling of 
my Subiefts in matters of Conſcience ; as T hope 
that thoſe of that profeſ$ron vvithin this Kinodome 
haue a proofe_. ſince my comming , that I'vvas ſo 
farre from encreaſing their burdens with Reho- 
boam, as I haue ſomuch as either time, occaſion, 
or law could permit tightened them, And.enen now 
at this time haue 1 beene carefull to rewiſe and con 
ſider deepely upon the Lawes made azainſt them, 
that ſome ouerture_, may bee proponed to the pre. 
ſent Parliament for clearing theſe Lawes by reaſon 
(Which « the ſoule of the Law) i caſe they haue 
beene in times paſt further, or more rigorouſly ex+ 
tended by Indges , then the, meaning of the Lawe 
was , Or might tend to the hurt aſwell of the innos 
cent 
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cent as of guiltie perſons. And as to the perſons of 
my Subiefts which are of that profeſ1on,Imuſt di- 
uide them into two rankes ,Clerickes and Layickes , 
for the part of the Layicks, certainly Teuer thought 
them farre more excuſable then the other ſort, be- 
cauſe that ſort of Religion contameth ſuch an igno- 
rant, doubtfull , and implicit kinde of faith in the 
Layickes grounded -vpon their Church, as except 
they doe generally beleeue vvhatſoener their Tea- 
chers pleaſe to affirme , they cannot bee thought 
guiltie of theſe particular points of hereſtes and cor- 
ruptions, which their Teachers doe ſo wilfully pro- 
feſſe. And againe I muſt ſubdiuide the ſame Lay- 
ickes into two rankes, that ts, either quiet and well 
minded men, peaceable Subiefts , Vvbo either be: 
ing olde, baue retained their firſt drunken-in liquor 
pon a certaine ſhamefaſtneſſe to be thought curi- 
015 or changeable : Or being young men , through 
eull education haue neuer beene nurſed or brought 
vþ,but vpon ſuch venim in place of wholeſome nu- 
triment. And that ſort of people T would be ſory to 
puniſh their bodies for the errour of their mindes, 
the reformation whereof muſt onely come of God 
and the true Spirit, But the other ranke of Layicks, 
who either through Curioſitie,affetation of Nouel- 
tie , or diſcontentment in their prinate Fumours, 

hauc 
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haue changed their coates, onely to bee faCtions ſlir- 
rers of Sedition , and Perturbers of the ( ommon- 
wealth, their backevvaraneſſe in their Religion g1- 
ueth a ground to me the Magiſtrate, to take the bet- 
ter heede to their proceeding , and to corre@t their 
obſtinacie. But for the part of the ( lerickes, Imuſt . 
direftly ſay and affirme, that as long as they main- 
taine one Jpeciall point of their dotrine , and ano. \ 
ther point of their pratt;ſe, they are no way ſuffera- 
ble to remaine inthis Kingdome . Their point of 
doftrine ts that arrogant and ambitious Suprema- 
cie of their Flead the Pope , whereby he not onely 
claimes to bee Spirituall head of all ( briſtians , but 
alſo to haue an Imperiall ciull power ouer all Kms 
and Emperors, dethroning @ decrowning Princes 
with his foot as pleaſeth him,and diſpenſing & diſ- 
poſing of all Kingdoms & Empures at his appetite. 
The other point "hich they obſerue in continuall 
prattiſe, is the aſſaſSinates and murthers of Kings, 
it no ſane, but rather a matter of ſaluatt- 
, to doe all ations of rebellion and ho$tlitie a- 
ah their naturall Soueraione Lord, if be be once 
curſed, his Subiefts diſcharged of their fidelity, and 
his Kingdome ginen a praye by that three crowned 
Monarch , or rather Monſter their Head. And m 


this point , I haue no occaſion to ſpeake further 
2 bere, 
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here , ſauing that Iconld wiſh from my heart , that 
it would pleaſe God to make me_, one of the mem- 
bers of ſuch a generall ( briſtianVnion m Religion, 
as laying wilfulneſſe aſide on both hands, we might 
meete in the middeſt , which ts the ( enter and pers 
feftion of all things. For if they would leane , and 
bee aſhamed of ſuch new and groſs (orruptions of 
theirs, as themſelues caunot maitaine, nor denie to 
be vvorthy of reformation, I vvould for mine owne 
part bee content to meete them in the mid Vyay , ſo 
that all nouelties might bee renounced on \ eithey 


fide. For as my faith is the True, Ancient,Catholike 


and Apoitolique faith , grounded opon the Scrip. 
tures and expreſse word of God : ſo will Tener yeeld 
all reuerence to Antiquitie in the points of Eccleſis 
aſtical pollicie; and by that meanes ſhall 1euer with 
Gods grace keepe my ſeife from bemg either an He 
reticke in Faith,or Schiſmaticke in matters of Poli. 
cie. But of oue thing vvould T haue the Papiſts of 
this Land to bee admoniſhed , That they preſume 
not fo much Vpon my Lenitie ( becauſe I would bee 
loth to bee thought a Per ſecuter ) as thereupon to 
thinke it lawfull for them dayly to increaſe. their 
number and ſtrength in this Kingdome , yybereby 
if not in.my time, at leaſt in the time of my poſteri- 
tie , they might bee in hope to ere(3 their Religion as 

game, 
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gaine, Noet them aſvure themſelues,that as Iam _ 


a friend to their perſons if they bee good ſubietts :fol 
am I avowed enemie , and doe denounce mortall* 
vparre to their errors: And that as I would be fory. 
to bee drinen by their ill behawour from the prote= 
fion and conſeruation of their bodies and lines , So 
will Inever ceaſe, ſo farre as Ican, to tread downe 
their errours and Vvrong 7 opinions. For Tcould not -— 
permit the encreaſe and growing of their Religi- 
on , Vvithout firſt betrayms of my ſelfe , and mine 
one conſcience : Secondly, this vvbole Iſle, aſwell 
the part I am come from , as the part Tremaine m, 
m betraying their Liberties , and reducing them to 
rr wy ſlauſhyoke, which both hadcaſten off, 
before Icame amongſt them : And thirdly , the lt 
bertie of the Crowne in my Poſteritie , Which I 
hould leaue azaine Tonder a new flaverie, haumng 
found it left free to me_, by my Predeceſſors. And 
therefore vvould I'vviſh all good Subiefts that are 
deceiued with that ( orruption, firſt if they find any 
beginning of inftinfion in themſelues of knovv- 
ledge and lone to the Trueth , to foſter the ſame by 
all lawfull meanes, and to beware of quenching the 
ſpirit that worketh within them; And if they can 
funde as yet no motion tending that way , to bee ſtu- 
dions to reade and conferre with learned men., and 


C 2 to 


TheKings Maieſties ſpeech 


to ſe all ſuch meanes as may further their Reſolus 
tion, aſſuring themſelues , that as long as they are 
diſconformable in Religion from-vs , they cannot 
) bee but halfemy Subiefts, bee able todve but halfe 
_ ſernice, and Ito want the beſt halfe of them, which 
#5 their ſoules. And here haue I occaſion to ſpeake 
to you my Lords the Biſhops. For as you, my Lord 
of Durham, ſaid very learnedly to day in your Sers 
»» mon, Correttion without inſtruction , 5 but a Ty- 
rannie : So ought you , andall the ( lergie vnder 
you, to be more carefull,,vigilant ,and diligent then 
«* youhaue beene, to winne Soules to God, afwell by 
your exemplarie life , as doftrine . And ſince you 
ſee how carefull they are , ſparme neither labour, 
paines, nor extreme perill of their perſons to dinert, 
(the Deuill is ſo buſte a Biſhop) yee ſhould be the_, 
more carefull and wakefull in your charges , Fol- 
low the rule preſcribed you by S. Paul, Bee care- 
full ro exhort and to inſtruct in ſeaſon, 
and out of ſeaſon : And where you haue beene 
any way ſlug giſh before, now waken your ſelues vþ 
againe With a newe diligence in this point , remit 
ting the ſucceſse to God, who calling them either at 
the ſecond, third , tenth or twelfth houre', as they 
are alike welcome to him, ſo ſhall they be to me his 
Lieutenant here, 


— 
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The third reaſon of my conuening of you at this 
time, vvhich conteineth ſuch aftions of my thanke- The third 
fulneſſe toward you,as I may either doe,or leaue vn- * _—_—_ 
done, yet ſhall vvith Gods grace ener preſſe to per- the Patlia- 
fourme all the dayes of my life. It conſiſts in theſe mnt, 
to points : In making of Lawes at certaine times, 
which is onely at ſuch times as this in Parliament; 
or in the carefull execution thereof , at all other 
times. As for the making of them, Twill thus farre 
faithfully promiſe onto you, That I'vvill ever pre- 
ferre the weale of the Body and of the whole Com- M 
monwealth in making of good Lawes and Conſtitu- 
tions , to any particular or private ends of mine,- 
thinking euer the wealth and weale of the Common. 
wealth to be my greateſt weale and worldly felicitie: 
A point wherein a lawfull King doeth direfly difs — 
fer from a Tyrant. But at this time Iam onely thus 
farre to forewarne you m that point, That you be- 
ware to ſeeke the making of too many Lawes, for - 
two eſpectall reaſons : Firſt,becauſe In corrupril-. 
ſima Republica plurimz leges; and the exe- 
cution of good Lawes is farre more profitable in a 
ommonwealth , then to burden mens memories 
with the making of too many of them. And next, 
becauſe the making of too many Lawes in one Par- 
lament will bring im confuſion, for lacke of leiſure 
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wiſely to deliberate before you conclude, For the 
Biſhop ſaid wel to dsy,That to Deliberation would 
a large time bee giuen, but to Execution a greater 
promptneſſe was required, As for the execution of 
good lawes,it hath bene very Wiſely and honourably 
foreſeene and ordered by my Predeceſſours in this 
Kivgdame,jn planting ſuch a number of Iudges and 
all ſorts of Magiſtrates in conuenient places for the 
execution of the ſame : And therefore muft Inow 
turne me to you that are Indges and Magiſtrates vns 
der me,as mine Eyes and Eares inthts caſe.Ican ſay 
none — toyou , then as Ezekias the good 
King of Iuda, ſaid to their Indges , Remember 
thatthe Thrones you ſit on are Gods, and 
neitheryours nor mine: And that as youmnſt 
be anſwerable to me, ſo muſt both you and The ans 
{werable to God for the due executio of our Offices. 
That place is no place for you to viter your affetti- 
. ons in,you muſt not there hate your foe nor loue your 
friend , feare the offence of the greater partie , or 
pitie the miſery of the meaner, ye muſt be blind and 
wat ſee diſtinftios of perſons,handleſſe,not to receine 
bribes; but keepe that inſt temper and mid-courſe 
in all your proceedings , that like a inſt ballance yee 
may neither ſway to the right not left hand, Three 
principall qualities are required in you; Knowledge, 

ourage, 
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Courage, and Sincerity: that you may diſcerne with 
knowledge, execute with courage , and doe both in 
ropright ſmceritie. And as for my part, T doe vow 
and proteit here in the preſence of God, and of this 
honourable Audience , Inener ſhall be wearie, nor 
omit no occaſion, wherem 1 may ſhew my careful- | 
neſſe of the execution of good Lawes. And as I 
_ you that are Iudges not tobe wearie in your 
of fice im doing of it ; ſo ſhall I neuer be wearie qvith 
Gods grace, to take account of you,which is proper. 
ly my calling. 

And thus hauing tolde you the three cauſes of 
my conuening of this Parliament, all three tending 
onely to -otter my thankefulneſſe , but in diners 
formes, the firſt by word , the other two by aFtion , 
T doe confeſſe that when Thane done and perfours 
med all that in this Speech T haue promiſed, Inuti- 
lis ſeruus ſum. bmtile, becauſe the meaning of 
the word Inutilis in that place of Scripture is on- 
deritood that in dom all that feruice which we can 
to God , it is but our due, and vvee doe nothing to 
God but that which Wee are bound to doe : And in 
like maner, when Ihaue done all that Tcan for you, 
T doe nothing but that which Tam bound to doe, 
and am accomptable to Ged pon the contrary. —. 


Far 1 doe acknowledge , that the ſpeciall and grea- 
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teSt point of difference that is betwixt a rightful 

/) King & an vſurping Tyrant is in this: That where- 
' 4s the-proud and ambitious Tyrant" doeth thinke 
his Kingdome and people are onely ordained for 
fatisfaftion of his deſires and -onreaſonable appes 
tites . The righteous and inſt King doth by the cone 
trarie acknowledge himſclfe to be ordemed for the 
procuring of the vvealth and proſþeritie of his peo» 
ple,and that his greateſt and principall vvorldly fee 

, licitie muſt conſiſt in their proſperitie. If youbee 
”» rich. 1 cannot bee poore : if you bee happy I cannot 
but bee fortunate: and Iproteſt that your Welfare 
ſhall ener bee my greateſt care and contentment ; 
And that Fam a Seruant it ts moſh true;that as Tans 
Head and Gouernour of all the people in my Dos 
minion Who are my naturall vaſsals and Subiefts, 
conſidering them in numbers and diſtin& Rankes ; 
So if wee will take the vvhole People as one body 
and Maſſe,then as the Head is ordemed for the bo« 
dy, and not the Body for the Head , ſomuſt a righ» 
'teous King know himſelfe to bee ordeined for his 
\ ” people, and not his people for him. 'For although a 
King and people be Relata: yet can he bee no King 

if he want people anid Subiefts. But there be many 
people in the World that lacke a Head: Vvherefore I 
will neuer bee aſhamed to confeſs it my principall 


Honour 
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Honour to bee the great Seruant of the ( ommon- 
wealth, and ener thinke the proſperitie thereof to 
be my greateſt felicitie,as Thane already ſayd. 

But as it was the whole Body of this Kingdome, 
With an viforme aſſent and harmonie, as 1 told you 
in the beginning of my Speech , which did ſo farre 
oblige me in good will and thankefulneſſe of requi- 
tall by their alacritie and readineſSe m declaring 
and receining me to that place Vvhich God had pro- 
uided for me, and not any particular perſons : (for 
then it had not bene the Body ) Sois my thankeful: 
nes due to the whole State. For euen as in matter of 
faults,Quod amultis peccatur, impune pec- 
catur : Een ſo in the matter of vertuous and good 
deedes, What is done by the willing conſent and 
harmonie of the whole bodie , no particular perſon 
can iuftly claime thankes -as proper to him ſy the 


fame. And therefore Imuft here make a little Apo- 


logie for my ſelfe , in that T could not ſatisfie the - 
particular humours of euery perſon , that looked for 


fome aduancement or reward at my hand ſince my 


entrie into this Kingdome. Three kinde of things 
vvere craued of me: Aduancement to Honour Pre 
ferment to place of Credit about my Perſon , and 
Reward in matters of land or profit . If Thad bes 
ſtowed Fionor vpon all,noman could hane bene ad- 
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uanced to Honour : for the degrees of Honour doe 
conſift m preferring ſome aboue their fellowes, If 
every man had the like acceſſe to my Priuie or Bed. 
chamber , then no man could haue it , becauſe it 
cannot containe all. And if I had beſtowed landes 
and rewardes upon euery man , the_, fountaine of 
my liberalitie vvould be ſo exhauſted and dried, as 

T ſhould lacke meanes to be liberall to any man. 
And yet was I not ſo ſparing , but I may without 
vaunting affirme that 1 haue enlarged my fauour 
in all the three degrees, towards as many and more 
then euer King of England did in ſo ſhort a ſpace : 

,» No, Irather craue your pardon that I haue beene 
ſo bountifull: for if the meanes of the (rowne bee 

) waſted, I behoued then to haue recourſe to you my 
| Subieftes , and bee burdenſome to you , which [1 
\. Would be lothe#t to be of any King aliue.For as it is 
true, that as Thane already ſaid, it was a whole Bo« 
die Which did ſo well deſerue at my hand , and not 
every particular perſon of the people : yet vvere 
there ſome VVbo by reaſon of their Office , credite 
with the people or otherwiſe | tooke occaſion both 
before, and at the time of my comming amongſt 
you , to giue proofe of therr loue and affeFtion to- 
wards me_. Not that Iam any way in doubt, that 

if other of my Subiefts had bene in their places,and 
bad 
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had had the like occaſion , but they vvould haue ts 
tered the like good effefts, ( ſo generall and /o great 
vere the loue_, and affettion of you all towardes 
me: ) But yet this haumg beene performed by ſome 
ſpecrall perſons , Tcould not without vnthankeful- 
neſſe but requite them accordmgly. And therefore 
bad I inſt occaſion to aduaunce ſome in Honour, 
ome to places of Seruice about me , and by rewars 
ding to enable ſome Vvbo had deſerned vvell of me, 
and vvere not otherwiſe, able to maintame the 
rankes I thought them capable of , an1 others , who 
although they had not particularly deſerued be- 
fore,yet Ifound them capable and Vvorthie of place 
of preferment and credit , and not able to juſtame 
thoſe places for vvhich I thought them fit , vvithout 
my helpe. Two ſpeciall cauſes mooued me to bee ſo 
open handed : Vvhereof the one vvas reaſonable and 
hononrable , but the other Twill not bee aſhamed to 
confeſse onto you , proceeded of mine ovvne infir- 
mitie. That vwvhich vvas iuſt and honourable,vvas: 
That bem ſo farre beholding to the Bodie of the 
whole State , 1 thought T could not refuſe to let 
rinne ſome ſmall brookes out of the fountaine of 
my thankefulneſ$e to the whole , for refreſhing of 
particular perſons that were members of that mul. 
titude, The other which proceeded out of mine 
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one mnfirmitie,vvas the multitude and importunis 
tie of Sutors. But although reaſon come by infuſi. 
on in a maner,, yet experience groweth vvith time 
and labour : And therefore doe I not doubt , but 
q experience in time comming Will both teach the 
| particular Subiefts of this Kingdome, not to bee ſo 


importune , and ondiſcreete in crauing : And mee 


-- | not to bee ſo eaſily and lightly mooued in graunting 


/ that vvhich may be harmefull to my Eftate,and con« 
S ſequently to the Vvhole Kingdome. 

And thus hauing at length declared -mto you 
my minde in all the points , for the vvhich Tcalled 
this Parliament : My concluſton ſhall onely now be 
to excuſe my ſelfe , in caſe you haue not found ſuch 
Eloquence in my Speech , as peraduenture you 
might haue looked for at my hands. Imight,if 11ſt, 
alledge the great vveight of my Affaires and my 
continuall buſinefſe and diſtraftion , that I coulde 
neuer hane leaſure to thinke pon Vvhat I'vvas ta 
ſþeake , before T came to the place vvbere Twas to 

ſpeake: And Tmight alſo alledge that my firſt ſight 
of this ſo famous and Honourable an AſSemblte, 
might likewiſe breede ſome impediment. But lea. 
wing theſe excuſes, T will plainely and freely in my 
maner tell you the true cauſe of it, which is : That it 
1» becommeth a King, in my opinion , to -voſe no other 
Eloquence 
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Eloquence then plainneſſe and ſincerity. By plaines cc 
neſse Imeane , that his Speeches ſhould bee ſocleere 
aud Tvoide of all ambiguttie , that they may not bee 
throwen, nor.rent aſunder in cotrary ſenſes like the 
olde Oracles of the Pagan gods. And by funceritie,I 
conderſtand that coprightneſſe and honeFtie which 
ought to be in a Kings Whole ſpeeches and aftions: 
That as farre as a King is in Honour erefted aboue 
any of his Subiefts, ſo farre ſhould be ſtrine mm ſin- 
ceritie to be aboue them all, and that his tongue- « : 
ſhould bee ener the true MeſSenver of his heart; 
and this ſort of Eloquence may you ener | 
aſſuredly looke for at / 
my handes. 


